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Lake Central High School, 8260 Wicker Avenue, St. John, IN on May 20, 2019.  The meeting began at 

7:30p.m. 

 

Board Members Present     Board Members Not Present 

Don Bacso, President      Sandy Lessentine, Vice President 

Janice Malchow, Board Member                                                                                

Howard Marshall, Board Member 

Cindy Sues, Secretary 

 

Administration Present     Administration Not Present 

Sarah Castaneda, Director of Secondary Education  Rick Moreno, Director of Technology  

Becky Gromala, Director of Special Education   Bill Ledyard, Director of Facilities 

Rob James, Director of Business Services      

Terry Mucha, Director of Human Resources    

Theresa Schoon, Director of Primary Education 

Dr. Lawrence Veracco, Superintendent 

 

SCHOOL BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

Monday, May 20 , 2019  
 

All Motions Were Passed With a 4-0  

Vote Unless Otherwise Indicated 

I. Call to Order  – Don Bacso 

 The Board Meeting was called to order at 7:30 pm and Pledge of Allegiance led by Board President, 

Don Bacso. 

 

II Agenda: Approval, Deletions, Additions - Dr. Veracco- Action Required 

 Revisions to the Agenda include: 

- Revisions to the Regular Meeting Minutes under the Consent Agenda. 

- Revisions to the personnel recommendations under Terry Mucha’s section.  

- The addition of recognition (a) under Dr. Veracco’s section. 

 Cindy Sues moved to approve.  Howard Marshall seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

 

III Correspondence – Cindy Sues 

 There was no correspondence.  

 

IV Liaison Committee Updates – Don Bacso 

1.  West Lake Joint Managing Board: Howard Marshall:  Last meeting in Munster on Wednesday, May 

22nd.   

2.  Personnel Interview Committee: Howard Marshall/Sandy Lessentine: No report given.  

3.  Schererville Redevelopment Committee: Sandy Lessentine: No report given. 

4.  Wellness Committee: Sandy Lessentine/Janice Malchow: No report given.   

5.  Lake Central Education Foundation: Janice Malchow: Looking forward to summer fundraisers and 

raising community awareness. 

6.  Legislative Committee: Janice Malchow: The journey continues, overall it has been a successful year. 

7.  St. John Redevelopment Committee: Cindy Sues: No report given. 

8.  Dollars for Scholars: Cindy Sues: DFS donated $90,000 to 124 graduating seniors this year.  

Homecoming meeting will be held in June. 
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9.  Dyer Parks Department: Don Bacso:  Dyer Fest begins June 5th. 

10. Dyer Redevelopment Committee: Don Bacso: No report given.   

  

V  Official School Board Business Topics:  Consent Agenda – Dr. Veracco – Action Required 

 Howard Marshall moved to approve the Consent Agenda.  Janice Malchow seconded the motion.  

     Motion carried. 

 

  A Approval of Minutes: 

 May 6, 2019 – Executive Session 

 May 6, 2019 – Regular Meeting - Revised 

 

 B Approval of Claims, Payroll and Extracurricular Expenditures 

 

VI Public Comments Regarding Action Items 

 There were no public comments. 

 

VII Official School Board Business Topics: Regular Agenda 

 

 A. Superintendent – Dr. Veracco 

1. Recognitions 

a. Watson Elementary School: Word Masters 

b.  

 
 

 

c. Bibich Elementary School: Word Masters 
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c.   LCHS: International Thespian Society 
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d. LCHS: Art Students 
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e. LCHS: Academic Superbowl 
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f. LCHS: Global Virtual Classroom 
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ISSMA Update  

2. McKinney Vento  
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B. Director of Human Resources / Personnel – Terry Mucha 

1. Personnel Recommendations – Action Required 

 Cindy Sues moved to approve the personnel recommendations as revised. Don Bacso seconded 

the motion.  Motion carried. 

 
           I.  Certified Appointments, Resignation & Transfers: 

A. Appointments: 
1. DeAnn Alleva (Crown Point), Director of Food Services, Lake Central School Corporation, 

(effective July 1, 2019). 
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2. SharonVail (Merrillville), School Counselor, Clark Middle School, 
(effective for the 2019-20 school year, pending background check).  

3. Mallory Horvat (Crown Point), School Counselor, Kahler Middle School, 
(effective for the 2019-20 school year). 

4. Lisa Nelson (Highland), Speech Language Pathologist, Watson Early Childhood, 
(effective August 12, 2019, pending background check). 

5. Jessica Schultz (Griffith), School Counselor, Protsman Elementary School, 
(effective August 12, 2019). 

B. Resignation: 
1. Amy Carey, Kindergarten Teacher, Kolling Elementary School,  

(effective May 31, 2019). 
C. Transfers: 

1. Kim Beach, from West Lake Supervisor to Assistant Principal at Clark Middle  
School, (effective July 1, 2019). 

2. Barb Kepchar, from West Lake Supervisor to Assistant Principal at Kahler Middle  
School, (effective July 1, 2019). 

3. Alison Mazurkiewicz, from West Lake Supervisor to Assistant Principal at Watson, Protsman, 
and Early Childhood, (effective July 1, 2019). 

4. Polly Finch, from Teacher at Wilbur Wright Middle School to ED Teacher at Clark Middle 
School, (effective August 12, 2019). 

          II. Classified Appointments, Retirements, Resignations, & Termination: 
A. Appointments: 

1. Gail Rangel (St John), Café Assistant, Food Service, Peifer Elementary School, 
(effective May 22, 2019). 

2. Sarah Woodman (Gary), Café Assistant, Food Service, Non-School Specific, 
(effective May 22, 2019). 

B. Retirement: 
1. Stana Stojic, Custodian 1a, Watson Elementary School, (effective July 1, 2019; 

16 years of dedicated service). 
C. Resignations: 

1. Hillary Sulls, Custodian 1A, Administration/TAP/Transportation,  
(effective May 14, 2019). 

2. Rosaura de la Torre, Paraprofessional, Protsman Elementary School,  
(effective May 24, 2019). 

D. Termination: 
1. Colleen Clemens, Café Assistant, Kahler Middle School, (effective May 16, 2019). 

           III. Certified Extracurricular Resignations: 
A. Resignations: 

1. Kerry Cooper, Ecoteens Sponsor, Clark Middle School, (effective May 31, 2019). 
2. Liz Bukur, Co-Play Director, Kahler Middle School, (effective April 4, 2019). 
3. Jeremy Shuler, Boys Track Coach, Clark Middle School,  

(effective May 16, 2019). 
             IV. West Lake 
                   Certified Resignations: 

A. Resignations: 
1. Shannon Belmonte, Resource Teacher, Elliott Elementary School, 

(effective at the end of the 2018-19 school year). 
2. Michelle Young, Special Education Teacher, Elliott Elementary School, 

(effective at the end of the 2018-19 school year). 
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3. Scott Pickell, Teacher, Elliott Elementary School,  
(effective July 31, 2019). 

4. Amanda Hudson, School Psychologist, Munster Schools, (effective at 
the end of the 2018-19 school year). 

                  Classified Retirement, Resignations, & Termination: 
A. Retirement: 

1. Robin Zuzich, Paraprofessional, West Lake/Homan Elementary School, 
      (effective at the end of the 2018-19 school year; 21 years of dedicated service). 

B. Resignations: 
1. Tina Rohm, Paraprofessional, West Lake/Homan Elementary School, 

(effective at the end of the 2018-19 school year). 
2. Kaitlin Barajas, Paraprofessional, West Lake/Homan Elementary School, 

(effective at the end of the 2018-19 school year). 
3. Celeste Zlotkowski, Paraprofessional, West Lake/Kolling Elementary School, 

(effective at the end of the 2018-19 school year). 
4. Cynthia Kowaleski, Paraprofessional, West Lake/Clark Middle School, 

(effective at the end of the 2018-19 school year). 
5. Francesca Pupillo, Paraprofessional, Campagna Academy, 

(effective May 24, 2019). 
6. Yvonne Sonday, Paraprofessional, Frank Hammond, (effective May 17, 2019). 

           V.    Approval of Lake Central School Corporation Substitute Staff Appointments  
                     and Resignations - Refer to list of substitutes hired and resigned from  
    May 8, 2019 – May 21, 2019. 

 

2. Certified Staffing Request – Action Required 

 Howard Marshall moved to approve the Certified Staffing Request.  Janice Malchow seconded 

the motion.  Motion carried. 

 
 

3. Professional Leave Requests  – Action Required 

 Janice Malchow to approve the professional leave requests.  Cindy Sues seconded the motion.  

Motion carried. 
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4. Negotiations Timeline 

 

 

 C. Director of Primary Education – Theresa Schoon 

1. Professional Leave Request – Action Required   

 Howard Marshall moved to approve the professional leave requests.  Janice Malchow 

seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

 
2. Protsman 4th Grade French Club 

 

3. Elementary Textbook Adoption 

 
 D. Director of Secondary Education – Sarah Castaneda 
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1. Professional Leave Requests – Action Required  

 Cindy Sues moved to approve the professional leave requests.  Howard Marshall seconded the 

motion.  Motion carried. 

 
 

 E. Director of Special Education – Becky Gromala 

1. Unified Game Day Recap  

 

 F. Director of Facilities – Bill Ledyard 

 

 G. Director of Technology – Rick Moreno  

 

 H. Director of Business Services – Rob James 

1. Application to the Common School Fund Loan Program – Action Required 

 Janice Malchow moved to approve of the Application to the Common School Fund Loan 

Program. Howard Marshall seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  

 
2. Donations – Action Required  

 Cindy Sues moved to approve all donations.  Don Bacso seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  
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VIII Public Comments– Don Bacso 

 There were no public comments. 
 

IX Board Comments and Consideration of Future Agenda Items – Don Bacso 

 Howard Marshall:  Would like to go on record that the Lake Central School Board does not 

condone unsportsmanlike behavior or harassment of any kind.  

 Janice Malchow: Asked if we will still be switching to ISBA policy guidance from NEOLA.  (Dr. 

Veracco responded that we will first experience NEOLA updates before considering any other 

alternatives.)  Also asked if the Work Ethics certificates be presented soon? 

 Cindy Sues: Thank you to all that made Unified Game Day such a success. Good luck to all on 

taking finals and best wishes to our graduates! 

 Don Bacso: Graduation is upon us. Good luck to our graduates!  

 

X Board Calendar of Future Activities – Dr. Veracco 

 Graduation is in 13 days.   

 Next Board Meeting is in two weeks.   

 Several sports finals this week.  

 

XI Adjournment – Don Bacso – Action Required 

 Howard Marshall moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:10 pm.  Cindy Sues seconded the motion.  

Motion carried and meeting adjourned. 

 

Minutes of the May 20, 2019 School Board Meeting were approved and adopted by the Board of  School 

Trustees at the June 3, 2019 School Board Meeting.  

 

__________________________________________________________________  

Don Bacso, President 

                      ATTEST: 

 

_________________________________________________________________ 

                              Cindy Sues, Secretary 
 

 

 

  


