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A meeting of the Board of School trustees of the Lake Central School Corporation was held in the LGI Room at 

Lake Central High School, 8260 Wicker Avenue, St. John, IN on May 6, 2019.  The meeting began at 7:30p.m. 

 

Board Members Present     Board Members Not Present 

Don Bacso, President 

Sandy Lessentine, Vice President 

Janice Malchow, Board Member                                                                                

Howard Marshall, Board Member 

Cindy Sues, Secretary 

 

Administration Present     Administration Not Present 

Sarah Castaneda, Director of Secondary Education  Rick Moreno, Director of Technology  

Becky Gromala, Director of Special Education  

Rob James, Director of Business Services     

Bill Ledyard, Director of Facilities  

Terry Mucha, Director of Human Resources    

Theresa Schoon, Director of Primary Education 

Dr. Lawrence Veracco, Superintendent 

 

SCHOOL BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

Monday, May 6, 2019  
All Motions Were Passed With a 5-0  

Vote Unless Otherwise Indicated 

I. Call to Order  – Don Bacso 

 The Board Meeting was called to order at 7:30 pm and Pledge of Allegiance led by Board 

President, Don Bacso. 

 

II Agenda: Approval, Deletions, Additions - Dr. Veracco- Action Required 

 Revisions to the Agenda include: 

- Revisions to the personnel recommendations under Terry Mucha’s section.  

 Janice Malchow moved to approve. Cindy Sues seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

 

III Correspondence – Cindy Sues 

 There was no correspondence.  

 

IV Liaison Committee Updates – Don Bacso 

1.  West Lake Joint Managing Board: Howard Marshall  

2.  Personnel Interview Committee: Howard Marshall/Sandy Lessentine  

3.  Schererville Redevelopment Committee: Sandy Lessentine 

4.  Wellness Committee: Sandy Lessentine/Janice Malchow  

5.  Lake Central Education Foundation: Janice Malchow  

6.  Legislative Committee: Janice Malchow 

7.  St. John Redevelopment Committee: Cindy Sues  

8.  Dollars for Scholars: Cindy Sues 

9.  Dyer Parks Department: Don Bacso 

10. Dyer Redevelopment Committee: Don Bacso  
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V  Official School Board Business Topics:  Consent Agenda – Dr. Veracco – Action Required 

 Sandy Lessentine moved to approve the Consent Agenda.  Howard Marshall seconded the motion.  

     Motion carried. 

 

  A. Approval of Minutes: 

 April 15, 2019 - Executive Session 

 April 15, 2019 - Regular Meeting  

 

 B. Approval of Claims, Payroll and Extracurricular Expenditures 

 

VI Public Comments Regarding Action Items 

 There were no public comments. 

 

VII Official School Board Business Topics: Regular Agenda 

 

 A. Superintendent – Dr. Veracco 

1. Lake Central School Corporation 2019 Retirees 
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2. Lake Central School Corporation 2019 Teacher of the Year  

 

 The finalists for Lake Central Teacher of the Year 2018-19 are as follows: 

Elana Arens, Director of Libraries, Lake Central High School 

Kelsey Becich, English Teacher & Department Chair, Lake Central High School 

Jolene Bogacki, Technology Trainer, Clark/Grimmer/Kahler Middle School 

Cheryl Bussey, 1st Grade High Ability Teacher, Kolling Elementary School 

Leta Sena-Lopez, Band Teacher, Kahler Middle School 

Liz Vossos, ELL Teacher, Bibich/Homan/Kolling/Peifer/Protsman/Watson Elementary 

School 

 

 The 2018-2019 Lake Central School Corporation Teacher of the Year is: 

Cheryl Bussey, 1st Grade High Ability Teacher, Kolling Elementary School 
 

3. Districting of New Subdivisions  
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4. Professional Leave Request – Action Required 

 Howard Marshall moved to approve the professional leave requests.  Sandy Lessentine 

seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

 
 

5. Lake Central School Board Resolution Supporting #RedforEd 
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B. Director of Human Resources / Personnel – Terry Mucha 

1. Personnel Recommendations – Action Required 

 Janice Malchow moved to approve the personnel recommendations as revised.  Cindy Sues 

seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  
 

      I.  Certified Appointments, Retirement, Resignation & Transfers: 

A. Appointments: 

1. Katherine Rachowicz (Homewood, IL), Chemistry Teacher, Lake Central High 

School, (effective August 13, 2019, pending background check). 

2. Jessica Brzozowski-Fryzel (Schererville), Math Teacher, Lake Central High  

 School, (effective August 12, 2019, pending license). 

3. Sumera Shakir (Schererville), Math Teacher, Lake Central High School, 

 (effective August 12, 2019). Jennifer Schmidt (Bourbonnais, IL), FACS Teacher,  Lake 

Central High School, (effective August 12, 2019, pending background  check). 

B. Retirement: 

1. Esther Pugh, Grade 2 High Ability Teacher, Kolling Elementary School,  

  (effective at the end of the 2018-19 school year; 37 years of dedicated service). 

C. Resignation: 

1. Lauryn Vukas, Chemistry Teacher, Lake Central High School,  

  (effective June 3, 2019). 

 

          II. Classified Transfers, Change of Hours, & Resignations: 

A. Transfers: 

1. Edgar Castro, Transfer from full-time Bus Driver to temporary Substitute Bus 

Aide, Transportation, (effective April 24, 2019 until the 2019-20 school year). 
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2. JoAnn Lane, Transfer from full-time Bus Driver to temporary Substitute Bus Aide, 

Transportation, (effective April 24, 2019 until the 2019-20 school year). 

B. Change of Hours: 

1. Bianca Magallanes, Product Assistant-from 6.75 to 6.25 hours per day,  

  Food Service, Bibich Elementary School, (effective April 18, 2019). 

2. Robin Cox, Paraprofessional-from 6.5 to 7.0 hours per day, Watson 

Elementary School, (effective April 15, 2019 thru the end of the 2018-19 school year). 

C. Resignations: 

1. Debra Taylor, Bus Aide, Transportation, (effective April 18, 2019). 

2. Jennifer Russell, Bus Aide, Transportation, (effective April 23, 2019). 

         III. Certified Extracurricular Appointments & Resignations: 

A. Appointments: 

1. Greg Holdeman, Assistant Football Coach, Lake Central High School, 

  (effective for the 2019-20 school year). 

2. Genna Noel, Yearbook, Bibich Elementary School, (effective for the  

  2018-19 school year). 

3. Bob Gustas, Summer Theatre Director, Lake Central High School, 

  (effective May 1, 2019). 

4. Nicole Raber, Summer Assistant Theatre Director, Lake Central High School, 

(effective May 1, 2019). 

5. Marcie Claesgens, Elementary Counseling Coordinator, Lake Central School 

Corporation (effective July 1, 2019). 

6. Karen Bowman, Secondary Counseling Coordinator, Lake Central School 

Corporation (effective July 1, 2019). 

B. Resignations: 

1. Vince Pucci, JV Girls Assistant Soccer Coach, Lake Central High School, 

 (effective April 23, 2019). 

           IV. Classified Extracurricular Transfer & Resignation: 

A. Transfer: 

1. Ricky Gard, from Assistant Freshman Girls Basketball Coach to  

Freshman Girls Basketball Head Coach, Lake Central High School,  

(effective for the 2018-19 school year). 

B. Resignation: 

1. Catrina Penna, Poms Coach, Clark Middle School, (effective April 29, 2019). 

             V. West Lake 

               Classified Resignations, Reduction in Force & Termination: 

A. Resignation: 

1. Rebecca Butler, Paraprofessional, West Lake/Lake Central High School, 

  (effective May 17, 2019). 

2. Amanda Reeder (Noel), Paraprofessional, Campagna Academy, 

  (effective May 10, 2019). 

3. Mark Strbjak, Paraprofessional, Lake Central High School,  

  (effective May 10, 2019). 

B. Reduction in Force: 

1. Anita Ilic, School Service Provider, Elliott Elementary School,  

  (effective at the end of the 2018-19 school year). 

C. Termination: 
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1.  Demi Warn, Paraprofessional, West Lake/Frank Hammond School,  

  (effective May 3, 2019). 

          VI.    Approval of Lake Central School Corporation Substitute Staff Appointments and  

 Resignations - Refer to list of substitutes hired and resigned from April 17, 2019 – May 7, 

 2019. 

 C. Director of Primary Education – Theresa Schoon 

 

 D. Director of Secondary Education – Sarah Castaneda 

1. Professional Leave Requests – Action Required 

 Howard Marshall moved to approve the professional leave requests.  Don Bacso 

seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 
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2. Field Trip Requests – Action Required 

 

 Cindy Sues moved to approve the field trip requests.  Howard Marshall seconded the 

motion.  Motion carried. 
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3. Textbook Adoption  

 
 E. Director of Special Education – Becky Gromala 

  

 F. Director of Facilities – Bill Ledyard  

 

 G. Director of Technology – Rick Moreno 

  

 H. Director of Business Services – Rob James 

 

1. Joint Public Hearing on Projects and Additional Appropriation 

  
 There were no comments or questions regarding the bond issue and additional appropriations.  

 

2. Adoption of 1028 Resolution – Action Required  
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 Howard Marshall moved to approve.  Cindy Sues seconded the motion. Motion carried. 

 

3. Adoption of 2019 General Obligation Bond Resolution – Action Required  

 

 
 Howard Marshall moved to approve.  Cindy Sues seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

 

4. Adoption of Additional Appropriation Resolution – Action Required 

 

 Janice Malchow moved to approve.  Don Bacso seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

 

 
 

5. Donations – Action Required 
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 Cindy Sues moved to approve.  Sandy Lessentine seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

 

VIII Public Comments– Don Bacso 

 Bill Buckley, parent, read a letter to the Board and Administration regarding his daughter 

and the experience they have had moving through the LC (Kolling and Protsman) and 

West Lake programs.  Shared his appreciation for the inclusion of students with disabilities 

at the elementary level and thanked everyone.  

 

IX Board Comments and Consideration of Future Agenda Items – Don Bacso 
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Cindy Sues: 

- It’s teacher appreciation week and national nurses day so thank you to all. 

- Congratulations to all retirees and to Cheryl Bussey for Teacher of the Year. 

- She has been receiving compliments regarding the green maintenance building. 

- Congratulations to Rob James for being named IASBO Official of .the Year for 2019. 
Sandy Lessentine: 

- Second all of Cindy Sues’ comments. 

- Thank you to teachers, administration and staff. 

- LC prom was phenomenal and everyone had a great time. 
Janice Malchow:  

- The LC Education Foundation hosted the Grand March for prom. Was very fun, kids 

were well behaved. 

- At which schools is Girls on the Run being hosted currently.  

- Student recognitions are being appreciated – will the bowling team and hockey team be 

recognized?  

Don Bacso:   

- Bittersweet to recognize our retirees.  We will miss them but wish all of them well.  

 

X Board Calendar of Future Activities – Dr. Veracco 

 Wednesday is Teacher Appreciation Day, cookies will be sent out to all of our teachers. 

      Jereme Rainwater has made signs for the school entrances.   

 May 16th is Unified Track Day at 10:00 a.m.    

 Next meeting in 2 weeks on May 20th. 

 

XI Adjournment – Don Bacso – Action Required 

 Janice Malchow moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:00 pm.  Cindy Sues seconded the 

motion.  Motion carried and meeting adjourned. 

 

Minutes of the May 6, 2019 School Board Meeting were approved and adopted by the Board of  

School Trustees at the May 20, 2019 School Board Meeting.  

 

 

__________________________________________________________________  

Don Bacso, President 

                      ATTEST: 

 

_________________________________________________________________ 

                                     Cindy Sues, Secretary 

 
 

/// 

 

 

 


