
 

 

  

   

 

  

 

   

 

   

 

 

 

            

        

       

 

 

 

        

     

     

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  
       

             

   

     

 

                                                                                   

     

   

 

 

  

 

 

     

  
 

   

   

 

 

 

  

 

     

 


 

 

 
 

 


 

 

 

 

 

LAKE CENTRAL SCHOOL CORPORATION
 
Lake Central High School
 

KAY TRAPP BOARD ROOM – Enter Door E
 
8400 Wicker Avenue, St. John, Indiana 46373
 

Monday, June 5, 2017 at 7:30 p.m.
 

A meeting of the Board of School Trustees of the Lake Central School Corporation was held in the LGI Room 

at Lake Central High School, 8410 Wicker Avenue, St. John, IN on June 5, 2017.  The meeting began at 7:30 

p.m. 

Board Members Present Board Members Not Present 

Sandy Lessentine, Secretary Don Bacso, Vice-President 

Janice Malchow, President 

Howard Marshall, Board Members 

Cindy Sues, Board Member 

Administration Present Administration Not Present 

Sarah Castaneda, Director of Secondary Education 

Al Gandolfi, Assistant Superintendent 

Becky Gromala, Director of Special Education 

Rob James, Director of Business Services 

Bill Ledyard, Director of Facilities 

Rick Moreno, Director of Technology 

Theresa Schoon, Director of Primary Education 

Dr. Lawrence Veracco, Superintendent 

SCHOOL BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

Monday, June 5, 2017 
All Motions Were Passed With a 4-0 

Vote Unless Otherwise Indicated 

I. Call to Order – Janice Malchow 

 The Board Meeting was called to order at 7:37 p.m. and Pledge of Allegiance led by Board 

President, Janice Malchow. 

II Agenda: Approval, Deletions, Additions - Dr. Veracco- Action Required 

 Revisions to the Agenda include an additional recognition under Dr. Veracco’s section, a revised 

personnel packet under Mr. Gandolfi’s section, and a revision to item #3 under Mr. Ledyard’s 

section. 

 Howard Marshall moved to approve the Revised Agenda.  Cindy Sues seconded the motion.   

Motion carried. 

III Correspondence – Sandy Lessentine 

 There was no correspondence. 

IV Liaison Committee Updates – Janice Malchow 

1. West Lake Joint Managing Board: Howard Marshall: Next meeting will be later in September.  

2. Dyer Parks Department: Don Bacso 

3. Personnel Interview Committee: Howard Marshall 

4. Legislative Committee: Janice Malchow 

5. Lake Central Education Foundation: Janice Malchow: LCEF plans to help the Science 

Olympiad with their Invitational in January. 

6. Wellness Committee: Janice Malchow: School Board Policy relating to wellness will be 

updated in future. 
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LAKE CENTRAL SCHOOL CORPORATION
 
Lake Central High School
 

KAY TRAPP BOARD ROOM – Enter Door E
 
8400 Wicker Avenue, St. John, Indiana 46373
 

Monday, June 5, 2017 at 7:30 p.m.
 

7. Dollars for Scholars: Cindy Sues 

8. Dyer Redevelopment Committee: Don Bacso 

9. St. John Redevelopment Committee: Cindy Sues 

10. Schererville Redevelopment Committee: Sandy Lessentine 

V Official School Board Business Topics: Consent Agenda – Dr. Veracco – Action Required 

 Sandy Lessentine moved to approve the Consent Agenda.  Cindy Sues seconded the motion.  

Motion carried. 

A. Approval of Minutes: 

 May 15, 2017 

B. Approval of Claims, Payroll and Extracurricular Expenditures 

 Cindy Sues asked about a claim for $1840 to an Auto Repair shop.  Mr. Gandolfi 

explained an incident wherein a gate at Kolling hit a car. The cost is for repair to that 

car. 

VI Public Comments Regarding Action Items 

 There were none. 

VII Official School Board Business Topics: Regular Agenda 

A. Superintendent – Dr. Veracco 

1. Board Recognition: 

a. LCHS Academic Superbowl English Team: The Academic Superbowl English 

Team outscored over 70 class 1 schools to advance to the state championship at 

Purdue University where they placed 5
th 

. Team Members: Gabriella Hay, Rachel 

Kozel and Nicole Kozel.  Coach: Kathryn Clark 

b. LCHS Science Olympiad: The LC Science Olympiad State Team competed at the IU 

State Tournament and received 3
rd 

place in the State of Indiana.  In order to qualify 

for State, the team competed at Purdue University West Lafayette Regional 

Competition and placed 1
st 

overall.  The members of the state team have consistently 

remained in 4
th 

place for the past 3 years, making 3
rd 

place even more of an 

achievement.  Team members: Anna McCuaig, Ben Watta, AnnMarie Hemmerling, 

Ariah Karim, Nikki Kozel, Lydia Lopez, Paige Breyemeyer, Michael Biancardi, 

Safia Mohiuddin, Alyssa Arreola, Jordan Sprague, Mitchell Witt, Alexander Glass, 

Sarah Hermanek, George Gundelach, Rachel Kozel, Haroon Mahuiddin, Michael 

Shanks, Rachel Arnold, Alan Wright, Madison Payne, Viraj Patel, Mohammed 

Hijaz, Ian Flynn, Jaskarin Kaur, Rachel Eder, Joe Jakubowicz, Maxwell Hill and 

Lucas Rhone.  Coach: MaryJoan Martin. 

c: Lake Central Middle Schools Music Directors ISSMA Recognitions: Clark Middle 

School 8
th 

Grade Band earned Group 1 Gold with Distinction (Band Director Mark 

Walton) and 7
th 

Grade Choir Group II with Distinction (Choir Director Christina 

Arroyo). Kahler 7
th 

and 8
th 

grade combined band achieved a Gold with Distinction 

(Band Director Leta-Sena Lopez), and 7
th 

grade Choir earned Gold with Distinction 

(Choir Director Courtney Palasz). Grimmer 7
th 

grade band and 8
th 

grade bands each 

achieved Gold with Distinction (Band Director Kevin Lewis).  

2. 2017 Wellness Screening 
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LAKE CENTRAL SCHOOL CORPORATION
 
Lake Central High School
 

KAY TRAPP BOARD ROOM – Enter Door E
 
8400 Wicker Avenue, St. John, Indiana 46373
 

Monday, June 5, 2017 at 7:30 p.m.
 

3. Focus Group Data 

 Due to the voluminous nature of the data, a copy of this document in its entirety can be 

obtained by contacting the Central Office. 

B. Assistant Superintendent / Personnel – Al Gandolfi 
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LAKE CENTRAL SCHOOL CORPORATION
 
Lake Central High School
 

KAY TRAPP BOARD ROOM – Enter Door E
 
8400 Wicker Avenue, St. John, Indiana 46373
 

Monday, June 5, 2017 at 7:30 p.m.
 

1. Personnel Recommendations – Action Required 

 Cindy Sues moved to approve the revised personnel recommendations. Howard 

Marshall seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

I.  Certified Appointments, Resignations and Transfers: 

A. Appointments: 

1. Maggie O’Shea (Oak Lawn), English Teacher, Lake Central High School 

(effective August 11, 2017). 

2. Joseph Correa (Dyer), Science Teacher, Lake Central High School 

(effective August 11, 2017). 

3. Amanda Harle (Schererville), FACS Teacher, Lake Central High School 

(effective August 11, 2017). 

4. Lauren Loies (Frankfort), Math Teacher, Kahler Middle School 

(effective August 11, 2017). 

5. Stephanie Lowry (Cedar Lake), English Teacher, Kahler Middle School 

(effective August 11, 2017). 

6. Vanessa Sebek (Dyer), Math Teacher, Kahler Middle School 

(effective August 11, 2017). 

B. Resignations: 

1. Kim BeDuhn, Science Teacher, Clark Middle School 

(effective at the end of the 2016-2017 school year). 

2. Sarah Yang, Art Teacher, Protsman Elementary School 

(effective at the end of the 2016-2017 school year). 

3. Joseph Weil, English/Spanish Teacher, Lake Central High School 

(effective at the end of the 2016-2017 school year). 

4. Amy Dudzik, Spanish Teacher, Lake Central High School 

(effective at the end of the 2016-2017 school year). 

C.  Transfers: 

1. Scott King, from Math Teacher at Kahler Middle School to Middle 

School Math Coach (effective August 11, 2017). 

II. Classified Appointments, Resignations and Terminations: 

A. Appointments: 

1. Christina Gonzalez (Crown Point), Nurse, Clark Middle School 

(effective August 2017). 

2. Laurie Toole (Cedar Lake), Nurse, Grimmer Middle School 

(effective August 2017). 

3. Helen Riccio (Munster), Nurse – 6 hours/day, Clark Middle School 

(effective August 2017). 

4. Sandy Pyzik (St. John), Paraprofessional, Watson Elementary School 

(effective August 14, 2017). 

B. Resignations: 

1. Jennifer Riley-Donsbach, Paraprofessional, Kolling Elementary School 

(effective May 31, 2017). 

2. Steffanie Moriarity, Product Assistant, Clark Middle School 

(effective May 31, 2017). 
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LAKE CENTRAL SCHOOL CORPORATION
 
Lake Central High School
 

KAY TRAPP BOARD ROOM – Enter Door E
 
8400 Wicker Avenue, St. John, Indiana 46373
 

Monday, June 5, 2017 at 7:30 p.m.
 

C.  Terminations: 

1. Natalie Smart, Bus Driver, Lake Central Transportation Department 

(effective May 30, 2017). 

2. Suzette Smith, Bus Aide, Lake Central Transportation Department 

(effective June 5, 2017). 

III. Certified Extracurricular Appointments and Resignations: 

A. Appointments: 

1. Valerie Gardner, Mathematics Department Head/Lake Central High School 

(effective for the 2017-2018 school year). 

2. Adam Kwolek, Head Football Coach/Clark Middle School
 
(effective for the 2017-2018 school year).
 

3. Brittany Smoter, Student Council Sponsor/Bibich Elementary School 

(effective for the 2017-2018 school year). 

4. Samantha Batres, Assistant Play Director/Grimmer Middle School 

(effective for the 2017-2018 school year). 

5. Lisa Rebey, Assistant Girls Track Co-Coach/Clark Middle School 

(effective for the 2017-2018 school year). 

6. Nicole Saulters, Assistant Girls Track Co-Coach/Clark Middle School 

(effective for the 2017-2018 school year). 

B. Resignations: 

1. Nicole Raber, International Thespian Society Sponsor/Lake Central High School 

(effective May 30, 2017). 

2. Kim Freeman, Best Buddies Sponsor/Lake Central High School 

(effective May 31, 2017). 

IV. Classified Extracurricular Appointments, Transfers and Resignations: 

A. Appointments: 

1. Luke Triveline, Varsity Wrestling Head Coach/Lake Central High School 

(effective for the 2017-2018 school year). 

2. Kaylin Guglielmo, Pom Pons Co-Coach/Grimmer Middle School 

(effective May 2017). 

3. Alexandria Mele, Pom Pons Co-Coach/Grimmer Middle School 

(effective May 2017). 

4. Jennifer Grahovac, Pom Pons Co-Coach/Clark Middle School 

(effective May 2017). 

5. Catrina Penna, Pom Pons Co-Coach/Clark Middle School
 
(effective May 2017).
 

B. Transfers: 

1. Derrick Bremer, from Head Football Coach to Assistant Football Coach/Clark 

Middle School (effective for the 2017-2018 school year). 

C.  Resignations: 

1. Tina Tinberg, Head Volleyball Coach/Lake Central High School 

(effective May 18, 2017). 

V. West Lake
 
Certified Resignations:
 
A. Resignations: 

1. Megan Heyborne, School Psychologist, West Lake/Munster Elementary Schools 

(effective at the end of the 2016-2017 school year). 
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LAKE CENTRAL SCHOOL CORPORATION
 
Lake Central High School
 

KAY TRAPP BOARD ROOM – Enter Door E
 
8400 Wicker Avenue, St. John, Indiana 46373
 

Monday, June 5, 2017 at 7:30 p.m.
 

2. 2017-2018 Proposed Lunch Prices 

3. Third Party Purchasing Agreement 2017-2018 – Action Required 

 Howard Marshall moved to approve. Sandy Lessentine seconded the motion. Motion 

carried.  
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LAKE CENTRAL SCHOOL CORPORATION
 
Lake Central High School 

KAY TRAPP BOARD ROOM – Enter Door E 

8400 Wicker Avenue, St. John, Indiana 46373 

Monday, June 5, 2017 at 7:30 p.m. 

4. Updated Board Policies Pertaining to HEA 1079 – Action Required 
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LAKE CENTRAL SCHOOL CORPORATION
 
Lake Central High School
 

KAY TRAPP BOARD ROOM – Enter Door E
 
8400 Wicker Avenue, St. John, Indiana 46373
 

Monday, June 5, 2017 at 7:30 p.m.
 

 Cindy Sues moved to approve.  Sandy Lessentine seconded the motion.  

 Sandy Lessentine asked what types of things are being looked for in the background 

checks, who sees the data, and what this will cost the school corporation. 

 Howard Marshall asked if any personal litigation shows up in the search.  

 Janice Malchow asked if any other school districts are picking up the cost for this and 

what the cost is per person.  

 Motion carried. 

Page 8 of 12 



 

 

  

   

 

  

 

   

 

 

   

         

 

    

 

    

    

  

     

  

 
 

  

     

  

  

 

   

 

 

    

  

    

  

  

  

  

 

  

    

    

 

 

  

     

   

    

 

    

   

   

 

   

 
 


 

 

 
 

 


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LAKE CENTRAL SCHOOL CORPORATION
 
Lake Central High School
 

KAY TRAPP BOARD ROOM – Enter Door E
 
8400 Wicker Avenue, St. John, Indiana 46373
 

Monday, June 5, 2017 at 7:30 p.m.
 

5. Highly Qualified Teaching Letter Information 

 Janice Malchow asked when the letters will go out and if the teachers who are receiving 

them know about them ahead of time. 

 Sandy Lessentine asked if there is anything we need to worry about. 

C. Director of Primary Education – Theresa Schoon 

1. Professional Leave Requests – Action Required 

 Howard Marshall moved to approve the professional leave requests of Michelle Vogt, 

Deann Logan, Glenn Brown, Sally Henson, Elizabeth DeVries and Elizabeth Vossos.  

Cindy Sues seconded the motion.  Motion carried 

2. 4-Star Schools 

 The three schools in our district that received 4-star school status are Bibich Elementary, 

Peifer Elementary and Watson Elementary. 

3. Math Coach Update 

 Elementary Math Coach Trish Geise spoke about the curriculum, transitions and 

successes this past year. 

 Sandy Lessentine commented that it is hard to get kids to embrace math so it’s awesome 

to hear about students who are saying they love math.  

 Janice Malchow asked if the West Lake parapros are getting some training with this 

also. 

D. Director of Secondary Education – Sarah Castaneda 

1. Math Coach Update 

 Secondary Math Coach Val Gardner spoke about her experience over the past year 

working with grades 5-12. 

 Sandy Lessentine remarked that she loves all of this and would like to talk more in-

depth about it with Ms. Gardner separately at a later time. 

 Janice Malchow asked Val Gardner about her change of assignment. 

Janice Malchow asked if there is a Math Bowl team at the high school. 

 Janice Malchow asked if Val Gardner also works with West Lake. 

2. Professional Leave Requests – Action Required 

 Sandy Lessentine moved to approve the professional leave requests of Susan Thompson, 

Biljana Kvietkauskas, Colleen Harstad, Rebecca Furman, Sarah Stidham, Jennifer 

Zollman, Louise Tallent (2), Elana Arens, Nancy Tilka, Rachel Gray, Christian Flores, 

Adam Groat and Tom Gindl.  Howard Marshall seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

3. Field Trip Requests – Action Required 

 Cindy Sues moved to approve the field trip requests of Joan Loden, Sue Schweitzer and 

Nikki Jones.  Sandy Lessentine seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

E. Director of Special Education – Becky Gromala 

1. Professional Leave Request – Action Required 

 Howard Marshall moved to approve the professional leave requests of Ashley Comer.  

Cindy Sues seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

2. LCHS Peer Mentoring Program 

 Director Rebecca Gromala shared how the program benefits both the mentors and the 

mentees. 
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LAKE CENTRAL SCHOOL CORPORATION
 
Lake Central High School
 

KAY TRAPP BOARD ROOM – Enter Door E
 
8400 Wicker Avenue, St. John, Indiana 46373
 

Monday, June 5, 2017 at 7:30 p.m.
 

F. Director of Facilities – Bill Ledyard 

1. Award and execute the contract for the LCSC Parking Lot Re-Striping - Action 

Required 

 Howard Marshall moved to award and execute the contract for the LCSC Parking Lot 

Re-Striping.  Sandy Lessentine seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

2. Award and execute the contract for the Kahler MS East Parking lot resurfacing - Action 

Required 

 Howard Marshall moved to award and execute the contract for the Kahler MS East 

Parking lot resurfacing.  Cindy Sues seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

3. Award and execute the contract for the Kahler MS Controls - Action Required 

 Howard Marshall moved to award and execute the contract for the Kahler MS Controls.  

Cindy Sues seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

4. LCSC Salt Storage Building - Update 

 Janice Malchow asked about the status of the sign. 

G. Director of Technology – Rick Moreno 

1. Professional Leave Requests – Action Required 

 Sandy Lessentine moved to approve the professional leave requests of Rick Moreno, 

Theresa Scherzinger and Matt Toczek.  Howard Marshall seconded the motion.  Motion 

carried. 

H. Director of Business Services – Rob James 

1. Professional Leave Requests – Action Required 

 Howard Marshall moved to approve the professional leave requests of Rob James.   

Sandy Lessentine seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

2. Donations – Action Required 

 All six of our elementary schools participated in the Lake County Public Library Read-

a-Thon. The Lake County Public Library Foundation made the following donations for 

their participation in the program: 

Bibich - $685 

Homan - $419 

Kolling – $510 

Peifer - $451 

Protsman - $476 

Watson - $297 

 Lake Central High School received a donation of $500 from the Lake Central 

Barracudas to go towards Tom Clark’s Vietnam Project. 

 Grimmer Middle School Choir received an anonymous donation of $100. 

 The Schererville Lions Club made a donation to the Watson library for $2,700. This 

money will be used for seating in the library and a new book series. 

 The Lake Central Class of 2017 would like to donate the following: 

Dollars for Scholars - $1,500 

Incoming Class of 2021 - $434.22 

 The Lake Central Theatre Department would like to donate the following: 

Dollars for Scholars - $250 

Interact Club - $250 

History Club - $250 
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LAKE CENTRAL SCHOOL CORPORATION
 
Lake Central High School
 

KAY TRAPP BOARD ROOM – Enter Door E
 
8400 Wicker Avenue, St. John, Indiana 46373
 

Monday, June 5, 2017 at 7:30 p.m.
 

Chemistry Club - $250 

Best Buddies - $250 

 Lake Central N-Teens would like to donate $2,500 to Dollars for Scholars. 

 Lake Central Interact Club would like to donate $50 each to Sunset Christian Church for 

their mission trip to Haiti and to Missions Me for their mission trip to Nicaragua.  The 

funds will go toward supporting two Lake Central students who are partaking in the 

missions. 

 Homan Elementary recently raised money for Hannah’s Hope, a local, non-profit 

organization that aims at assisting children with special needs obtain various therapies 

and costly medical equipment.  The school would like to donate the $547.75 raised to 

Hannah’s Hope. 

 Bibich Elementary School collected $850 from students, parents, and staff to be donated 

to Riley Children’s Hospital. 

 The Clark Middle School Student Council would like to make a $1,000 donation to the 

family of Clark student Vince Bossi to help with his medical expenses. 

 Cindy Sues moved to approve all donations.  Sandy Lessentine seconded the motion.  

Motion carried. 

VIII Public Comments– Janice Malchow 

 There were no public comments. 

IX Board Comments and Consideration of Future Agenda Items – Janice Malchow 

 Howard Marshall: The High School graduation was outstanding with about 800 students, it 

was very well run and thank you to everyone involved and who worked on putting it together. 

 Cindy Sues attended several school events recently including the Special Education Music 

Program which was very well put on, and the 8
th 

grade awards ceremony and dance at Clark 

Middle School – very nice program. 

 Sandy Lessentine: Was unable to attend the retiree recognition night, congratulations to all 

and thankful for our staff who works so hard.  Special shout out to Jim Tonkovich and his 

work in staffing Deep River Water Park with our students. Thank you to the Math Coaches. 

Awesome job by our Wellness Committee.  Safe travels to those going to the HOBY 

Leadership conference in Indianapolis. 

 Janice Malchow: Good to see all of the elementary and middle school teachers who came to 

support our graduates at the grad ceremony.  Campagna Hour is on July 26
th 

at 4:30 for those 

who are interested in attending, all are welcome. In addition to the Open House on August 

8
th

, we are also going to host an Open Tour of the high school facility on July 11
th 

at 10am, 

please enter though Door F. 

X Board Calendar of Future Activities – Dr. Veracco 

 Athletics is hosting the Spring Sports Banquet this Wednesday. 

 Next meeting in 2 weeks on June 19
th 

. 

 Only one meeting in July, on July 10
th 

. 

XI Adjournment – Janice Malchow – Action Required 

 Howard Marshall moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:00 pm. Sandy Lessentine seconded the 

motion.  Meeting adjourned. 
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LAKE CENTRAL SCHOOL CORPORATION
 
Lake Central High School
 

KAY TRAPP BOARD ROOM – Enter Door E
 
8400 Wicker Avenue, St. John, Indiana 46373
 

Monday, June 5, 2017 at 7:30 p.m.
 

Minutes of the June 5, 2017 School Board Meeting were approved and adopted by the Board of School 

Trustees at the June 19, 2017 School Board Meeting. 

__________________________________________________________________ 

Janice Malchow, President 

ATTEST: 

_________________________________________________________________ 

Sandy Lessentine, Secretary 

/// 
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