
 

 

  

   

 

 

 

   

 

   

  

 

 

            

  

       

       

 

 

 

        

     

     

    

 

 

 

 

 

   

 
     

             

   

    

 

                                                                                   

    

  

  

    

 

     

  
 

   

  

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

   

 


 

 

 
 

 


 

 

 
 
 

 


 

 

 
 

 


 

 

 
 
 

 


 

 

 
 

 


 

 

 
 
 

 

LAKE CENTRAL SCHOOL CORPORATION
 
Lake Central High School
 

KAY TRAPP BOARD ROOM – Enter Door E
 
8400 Wicker Avenue, St. John, Indiana 46373
 

Monday, May 1. 2017 at 7:30 p.m.
 

A meeting of the Board of School Trustees of the Lake Central School Corporation was held in the Kay Trapp 

Board Room at Lake Central High School, 8410 Wicker Avenue, St. John, IN on May 1, 2017.  The meeting 

began at 7:30 p.m. 

Board Members Present Board Members Not Present 

Don Bacso, Vice-President 

Sandy Lessentine, Secretary 

Janice Malchow, President 

Howard Marshall, Board Members 

Cindy Sues, Board Member 

Administration Present Administration Not Present 

Sarah Castaneda, Director of Secondary Education Rick Moreno, Director of Technology 

Al Gandolfi, Assistant Superintendent 

Becky Gromala, Director of Special Education 

Rob James, Director of Business Services 

Bill Ledyard, Director of Facilities 

Theresa Schoon, Director of Primary Education 

Dr. Lawrence Veracco, Superintendent 

SCHOOL BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

Monday, May 1, 2017 
All Motions Were Passed With a 5-0 

Vote Unless Otherwise Indicated 

I. Call to Order – Janice Malchow 

 The Board Meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. and Pledge of Allegiance led by Board 

President, Janice Malchow. 

II Agenda: Approval, Deletions, Additions - Dr. Veracco- Action Required 

 There was an additional item under Dr. Veracco’s section as #4: Review of Board Policy 9130. 
 There was a revision to the Personnel Packet under Mr. Gandolfi’s section.  
 Sandy Lessentine moved to approve the Agenda.  Don Bacso seconded the motion.  Motion 

carried. 

III Correspondence – Sandy Lessentine 

 There was no correspondence. 

IV Liaison Committee Updates – Janice Malchow 

1. West Lake Joint Managing Board: Howard Marshall 

2. Dyer Parks Department: Don Bacso 

3. Personnel Interview Committee: Howard Marshall 

4. Legislative Committee: Janice Malchow 

5. Lake Central Education Foundation: Janice Malchow: Next meeting May 9
th 

. 

6. Wellness Committee: Janice Malchow 

7. Dollars for Scholars: Cindy Sues 

8. Dyer Redevelopment Committee: Don Bacso 

9. St. John Redevelopment Committee: Cindy Sues 

10. Schererville Redevelopment Committee: Sandy Lessentine 
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LAKE CENTRAL SCHOOL CORPORATION
 
Lake Central High School
 

KAY TRAPP BOARD ROOM – Enter Door E
 
8400 Wicker Avenue, St. John, Indiana 46373
 

Monday, May 1. 2017 at 7:30 p.m.
 

V Official School Board Business Topics: Consent Agenda – Dr. Veracco – Action Required 

 Sandy Lessentine moved to approve the Consent Agenda.  Howard Marshall seconded the 

motion.  Motion carried. 

A. Approval of Minutes: 

 Special Board Meeting/Workshop: April 17, 2017 – No Minutes Taken 

 Regular Board Meeting: April 17, 2017 

B. Approval of Claims, Payroll and Extracurricular Expenditures 

VI Public Comments Regarding Action Items 

 There were none. 

VII Official School Board Business Topics: Regular Agenda 

A. Superintendent – Dr. Veracco 

1. Recognitions: 

a. Clark Middle School – National Geographic Bee – Declan Gallagher: 

b. Kahler Middle School – Dance Team: 

The Kahler Dance Team earned the 2017 IHSDTA Junior High AA Hip Hop State 

Champion title.  Team Members: Emma Anthony, Briley Boersma, Madison 

Gelatka, Hala Haddad, Allison Helfers, Isabella Holdren, Caroline Good, Lilah 

Lopez, Meghan Martewicz, Gianna Poulos and Lily Rogers.  Coach: Kellie Butler 

c. Kahler Middle School – Science Olympiad: 

The 16/17 Science Olympiad Team finished in the top five at the state competition in 
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LAKE CENTRAL SCHOOL CORPORATION
 
Lake Central High School
 

KAY TRAPP BOARD ROOM – Enter Door E
 
8400 Wicker Avenue, St. John, Indiana 46373
 

Monday, May 1. 2017 at 7:30 p.m.
 

several events.   Team Members:  Cadyn Boeckstiegel, Joshua Zapata, Evan 

Gundelach, Shelby Palmer, Max Cervantes, Ben Kohn, Ethan Schassburger, Jacob 

McCuaig, Olivia Tacke, Garrett Tacke, Zakaria Mohiuddin, Nirali Bhatt, Abby 

Beauchamp, Dylan Deyoung, Brittany Geer, Ellie Peloza, Paige Varady, Bridget 

Cain, Rachel Mendoza,  Brandon Mahoney, Alex Watta, and Jabari Morris.  

Coaches: Jennifer Zollman and Denise Kelly 

2. House Enrolled Act 409 

3. No World Tobacco Day - May 31, 2017 9:00 AM in Kay Trapp Room 

4. Review of Board Policy 9130 
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LAKE CENTRAL SCHOOL CORPORATION
 
Lake Central High School
 

KAY TRAPP BOARD ROOM – Enter Door E
 
8400 Wicker Avenue, St. John, Indiana 46373
 

Monday, May 1. 2017 at 7:30 p.m.
 

B. Assistant Superintendent / Personnel – Al Gandolfi 

1. Personnel Recommendations – Action Required 

 Howard Marshall moved to approve the personnel recommendations. Cindy Sues 

seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

I.  Certified Retirements and Resignations: 

A. Retirements: 

1. Marilynn Makely, Grade 1 Teacher, Peifer Elementary School 

(effective at the end of the 2016-2017 school year; 22 years of dedicated service). 

B. Resignations: 

1. Cynthia Cavanaugh, English Teacher, Lake Central High School 

(effective May 5, 2017). 

II. Classified Retirements, Resignations, Appointments, Transfers and 

Change of Hours: 

A. Retirements: 

1. Conrad Grigson, Custodian, Lake Central School Corporation 

(effective July 1, 2017; 10 years of dedicated service). 

B. Resignations: 

1. Vickie Mosca, Nurse, Lake Central High School 

(inactive since November 15, 2013, submitted resignation April 24, 2017). 

2. Patty Cowser, Paraprofessional, Peifer Elementary School 

(effective April 21, 2017). 

C.  Appointments: 

1. Amy Alonso (Schererville), Paraprofessional, Peifer Elementary School 

(effective April 24, 2017). 
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LAKE CENTRAL SCHOOL CORPORATION
 
Lake Central High School
 

KAY TRAPP BOARD ROOM – Enter Door E
 
8400 Wicker Avenue, St. John, Indiana 46373
 

Monday, May 1. 2017 at 7:30 p.m.
 

D.  Transfers: 

1. Steffanie Moriarity, from Cafeteria Assistant-4 hours per day to 

Product Assistant-7 hours per day at Clark Middle School (has been working 

temporarily in this position, now permanent effective April 17, 2017). 

2. Laura Smith, from Product Specialist-7.5 hours per day at Kolling Elementary 

School to Elementary Manager-7.5 hours per day at Watson Elementary 

School (effective April 17, 2017). 

E. Change of Hours: 

1. Alisha Atwood, Cafeteria Assistant, Kahler Middle School 

(from 3.25 hours per day to 3.50 hours per day effective April 17, 2017). 

2. Ljubinka Stojakovic, Cafeteria Assistant, Kahler Middle School 

(from 3.25 hours per day to 3.50 hours per day effective April 17, 2017). 

3. Dyana Butcher, Cafeteria Assistant, Clark Middle School 

(from 3.50 hours per day to 4 hours per day effective April 20, 2017). 

III. Certified Extracurricular Appointments and Resignations: 

A. Appointments: 

1. George Smith, 8
th 

Grade Football Coach/Grimmer Middle School 

(effective for the 2017-2018 school year). 

2. Milan Ivankovic, 7
th 

Grade Football Coach/Grimmer Middle School 

(effective for the 2017-2018 school year). 

3. Allison Colgrove, Play Director/Grimmer Middle School
 
(effective for the 2017-2018 school year).
 

4. David Harnish, Academic Letterwinners Sponsor/Lake Central High School 

(effective for the 2017-2018 school year). 

5. Darrell Wierzal, Hoosier Spell Bowl Sponsor/Lake Central High School 

(effective for the 2017-2018 school year). 

B. Resignations: 

1. Ann Downey, Girls Cross Country Head Coach/Lake Central High School 

(effective April 24, 2017). 

2. Karen Arehart, Girls Cross Country Assistant Coach/Lake Central High School 

(effective April 24, 2017). 

3. Scott Freckelton, Girls Freshmen Assistant Basketball Coach/Lake Central High 

School (effective April 24, 2017). 

4. William Frankenberger, Color Guard Director/Lake Central High School 

(effective at the end of the 2016-2017 school year). 

IV. Classified Extracurricular Resignations: 

A. Resignations: 

1. Amanda Rodriguez, Pom Pons Coach/Clark Middle School
 
(effective at the end of the 2016-2017 season).
 

2. Angela Malinowski, Head Diving Coach/Lake Central High School 

(effective April 24, 2017). 

V. West Lake
 
Certified Resignations:
 
A. Resignations: 

1. Beatrice Miller, Special Education Teacher, West Lake/Campagna Academy 

(effective at the end of the 2016-2017 school year). 
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LAKE CENTRAL SCHOOL CORPORATION
 
Lake Central High School
 

KAY TRAPP BOARD ROOM – Enter Door E
 
8400 Wicker Avenue, St. John, Indiana 46373
 

Monday, May 1. 2017 at 7:30 p.m.
 

Classified Appointments, Resignations and Retirements: 

A. Appointments: 

1. Susan Denslaw (Schererville), Paraprofessional, West Lake/Clark Middle School 

(effective April 24, 2017). 

B. Resignations: 

1. Ryan Potter, Paraprofessional, West Lake/Lake Central High School 

(effective at the end of the 2016-2017 school year). 

C.  Retirements: 

1. Susan Jutkus, Paraprofessional, West Lake/Elliott Elementary School 

(effective at the end of the 2016-2017 school year; 25 years of dedicated service). 

2. LC Collective Bargaining Timeline 

C. Director of Primary Education – Theresa Schoon 

1. Professional Leave Requests – Action Required 

 Cindy Sues moved to approve the professional leave request of Renee Lam-Chi.  

Howard Marshall seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

2. Half-Day Kindergarten Data 

D. Director of Secondary Education – Sarah Castaneda 

1. Professional Leave Requests – Action Required 

 Sandy Lessentine moved to approve the professional leave requests of Mike 

Swartzentruber, Rhonda York, Cyndi Hurley, Elana Arens, Todd Iwema, Courtney 

Palasz, Louise Tallent and David Schaffenberger. Don Bacso seconded the motion.  

Motion carried. 

2. Field Trip Requests – Action Required 

 Howard Marshall moved to approve the field trip requests of Mike Swartzentruber, 

Cyndi Hurley, Todd Iwema and Courtney Palasz.  Cindy Sues seconded the motion.  

Motion carried. 

3. Parent Presentations on Sexting 
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LAKE CENTRAL SCHOOL CORPORATION
 
Lake Central High School
 

KAY TRAPP BOARD ROOM – Enter Door E
 
8400 Wicker Avenue, St. John, Indiana 46373
 

Monday, May 1. 2017 at 7:30 p.m.
 

E. Director of Special Education – Becky Gromala 

1. Professional Leave Requests – Action Required 

 Don Bacso moved to approve the professional leave requests of Amanda Hudson and 

Sandi Kurowski.  Cindy Sues seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

2. Least Restrictive Environment Monitoring 

 The Indiana Department of Education monitors the area of special education and while 

in the past they mainly focused on compliance, they are now focusing on outcome 

measures for students.  

 Janice Malchow asked about the changes in the structure of the high school classrooms. 

 Janice Malchow asked if the state gave any money to help with this technical assistance. 

 The Lake Central School Corporation was required by the Department of Education to 

participate in a professional development opportunity to support more inclusive 

educational practices for all students and to increase the opportunities for students with 

disabilities to participate in the general education environment.  A district leadership 

team attended the Institute on Access on August 30
th 

at the Radisson in Merrillville and 

will participate in a follow-up in June 2017.  As a team, we continue to reflect on our 

district practices and development a supporting professional development plan for the 

school year. 

F. Director of Facilities – Bill Ledyard 

1. LCSC Salt Storage Building - Update 

G. Director of Technology – Rick Moreno 
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LAKE CENTRAL SCHOOL CORPORATION
 
Lake Central High School
 

KAY TRAPP BOARD ROOM – Enter Door E
 
8400 Wicker Avenue, St. John, Indiana 46373
 

Monday, May 1. 2017 at 7:30 p.m.
 

H. Director of Business Services – Rob James 

1. Donations – Action Required 

 The High School Interact Club received a donation of $660 from the Rotary Club of 

Schererville.  

 Mr. Stan Kalwasinski would like to donate $3,000 to Protsman Elementary School and 

$1,500 to Kahler Middle School, in memory of his wife who recently passed away.  The 

donation would be for the sole purpose of purchasing books for the libraries.  Mr. 

Kalwasinski currently has grandchildren at Protsman and Kahler.  

 Watson Elementary recently held a Riley’s fundraiser.  The school would like to donate 
the $454.58 raised to the Riley Children’s Hospital.  

 Howard Marshall moved to approve the donations.  Sandy Lessentine seconded the 

motion.  Motion carried. 

2. Overview of House Enrolled Act No. 1009 

VIII Public Comments– Janice Malchow 

 There were no public comments. 

IX Board Comments and Consideration of Future Agenda Items – Janice Malchow 

 Janice Malchow: Attended a conference on human trafficking last week, found it interesting.  

Asked about the presentation that will be done for our female students at Lake Central.  It is 

awesome to get that information out to students. There will be a human trafficking 

presentation on May 3
rd 

at Triton High School for those who may be interested in attending. 
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LAKE CENTRAL SCHOOL CORPORATION
 
Lake Central High School
 

KAY TRAPP BOARD ROOM – Enter Door E
 
8400 Wicker Avenue, St. John, Indiana 46373
 

Monday, May 1. 2017 at 7:30 p.m.
 

 Congratulations to Mr. James on being named District 1 School Business Official of the Year 

and to Christina Flores for being named District 1 School Support Person of the Year. Good 

luck to both of you for your recognition in Fort Wayne.  

X Board Calendar of Future Activities – Dr. Veracco 

 Retiree Reception will be on May 15
th 

prior to Board Meeting 

 ISBA Spring Regional Meeting at Teibel’s will be on May 16
th 

. 

 Graduation is on June 4
th 

. 

 Next policy review session will be on June 5
th 

prior to regular Board Meeting. 

XI Adjournment – Janice Malchow – Action Required 

 Don Bacso moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:40 p.m.  Howard Marshall seconded the 

motion.  Motion carried. 

Minutes of the May 1, 2017 School Board Meeting were approved and adopted by the Board of School 

Trustees at the May 15, 2017 School Board Meeting. 

__________________________________________________________________ 

Janice Malchow, President 

ATTEST: 

_________________________________________________________________ 

Sandy Lessentine, Secretary 

/// 
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