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A meeting of the Board of School Trustees of the Lake Central School Corporation was held in the Kay Trapp 

Board Room at Lake Central High School, 8410 Wicker Avenue, St. John, IN on July 10, 2017.  The meeting 

began at 7:30 p.m. 

 

Board Members Present       Board Members Not Present     

Don Bacso, Vice-President      Sandy Lessentine, Secretary 

Janice Malchow, President       

Howard Marshall, Board Members 

Cindy Sues, Board Member 

 

Administration Present     Administration Not Present   

Sarah Castaneda, Director of Secondary Education  Al Gandolfi, Assistant Superintendent 

Becky Gromala, Director of Special Education   Rick Moreno, Director of Technology 

Rob James, Director of Business Services      

Bill Ledyard, Director of Facilities 

Theresa Schoon, Director of Primary Education 

Dr. Lawrence Veracco, Superintendent 

 

   

SCHOOL BOARD MEETING MINUTES  

Monday, July 10, 2017 
 All Motions Were Passed With a 4-0  

           Vote Unless Otherwise Indicated 

I. Call to Order – Janice Malchow 

 The Board Meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. and Pledge of Allegiance led by Board 

President, Janice Malchow. 

                                                                                   

II. Agenda: Approval, Deletions, Additions - Dr. Veracco- Action Required 

 Revisions to the Agenda include an addition of a Professional Leave Request under Dr. 

Veracco’s section and a revised Personnel packet under Mr. Gandolfi’s section. 

 Don Bacso moved to approve the Revised Agenda.  Howard Marshall seconded the motion.   

Motion carried. 

 

III. Correspondence – Janice Malchow 

 There was none.  

 

IV. Liaison Committee Updates – Janice Malchow 

1. West Lake Joint Managing Board: Howard Marshall: Next meeting 9-27-17.  

2. Dyer Parks Department: Don Bacso 

3. Personnel Interview Committee: Howard Marshall 

4. Legislative Committee: Janice Malchow  

5. Lake Central Education Foundation: Janice Malchow 

6. Wellness Committee: Janice Malchow 

7. Dollars for Scholars: Cindy Sues 

8. Dyer Redevelopment Committee: Don Bacso  

9. St. John Redevelopment Committee: Cindy Sues 

10. Schererville Redevelopment Committee: Sandy Lessentine  
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V.  Official School Board Business Topics:  Consent Agenda – Dr. Veracco – Action Required 

 Howard Marshall moved to approve the Consent Agenda.  Cindy Sues seconded the motion. 

Motion carried.  
 

  A. Approval of Minutes: 

 June 19, 2017 Regular Meeting  

 

 B. Approval of Claims, Payroll and Extracurricular Expenditures 

 

VI. Public Comments Regarding Action Items 

 There were none. 

 

VII. Official School Board Business Topics: Regular Agenda 

 

 A. Superintendent – Dr. Veracco 

1. Recognition – The Harvard Prize Book Award is awarded to Mr. Alan J. Wright.  The 

Harvard Prize Book is an achievement award from the Harvard Alumni Association 

awarded to a student in the junior class who “displays excellence in scholarship and high 

character, combined with achievements in other fields.”  This award is sponsored by 

Mrs. Gwen Hochman Stewart (LC Class of 2002 and Harvard Class of 2006) and her 

husband Mr. Michael Stewart (Harvard 2005).   

2. Press Release for Community Forum 

 

 
3. LCHS Tours July 11, 2017 10:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. and August 8, 2017 4:30 p.m. – 

Meet at Door F 
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4. Wellness Committee Administrative Regulation 
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5. Professional Leave Request – Action Required 

 Howard Marshall moved to approve the professional leave request of Larry Verraco.  

Don Bacso seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  

 

 

 

 

B. Assistant Superintendent / Personnel – Al Gandolfi 

1. Personnel Recommendations – Action Required 

 Don Bacso moved to approve the Personnel Recommendations as revised.  Howard 
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Marshall seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  
              I.  Certified Appointments, Transfers and Resignations: 

        A.  Appointments: 

  1.  Victoria Studer (Merrillville), Grade 5 Teacher, Clark Middle School 

       (effective August 11, 2017). 

  2.  Kristina Ochman (Cedar Lake), Guidance Counselor, Lake Central High School 

       (effective August 11, 2017). 

  3.  Megan Banashak (Schererville), Math Teacher, Lake Central High School 

       (effective August 11, 2017). 

  4.  Stephanie Haddad (Griffith), Grade 2 Teacher, Watson Elementary School 

       (effective August 11, 2017). 

         

        B.  Transfers: 

  1.  Susan Schweitzer, from English Teacher at Grimmer Middle School to 

       Educational Technology Trainer for the Lake Central School Corporation 

       (effective August 11, 2017). 

  2.  Joshua Wierzba, from Grade 3 Teacher at Kolling Elementary School to 

       Dean of Students for the Lake Central School Corporation 

       (effective August 11, 2017). 

  3.  Brett Wartman, from Science Teacher at Clark Middle School to 

       Dean of Students for the Lake Central School Corporation 

       (effective August 11, 2017). 

  4.  Kari Regan, from English Teacher at Lake Central High School to 

       Dean of Students for the Lake Central School Corporation (effective 

       August 11, 2017). 

        C.  Resignations: 

  1.  Myra Lolkema, Educational Technology Trainer, Lake Central High School 

       (effective June 28, 2017). 

  2.  Jennifer Neal, Dean of Students, Lake Central School Corporation 

       (effective June 28, 2017). 

  3.  Kelly Boersma, Dean of Students, Lake Central School Corporation 

       (effective June 22, 2017). 

  4.  Stephen Howe, Social Studies Teacher, Grimmer Middle School 

       (effective June 20, 2017). 

              II. Classified Resignations: 

        A. Resignations: 

  1.  Donna Faulkner, Bus Driver, Lake Central Transportation Department 

       (effective August 10, 2017). 

            III. Certified Extracurricular Appointments and Resignations: 

        A. Appointments: 

  1.  Bill Gray, Physical Education Teacher/Kahler Middle School 

       (purchase of plan time during the 2017-2018 school year). 

  2.  Stephanie Fies, Grade 5 Teacher/Kahler Middle School 

       (purchase of plan time during the 2017-2018 school year). 

  3.  Elizabeth Bukur, Art Teacher/Kahler Middle School 

                       (purchase of plan time during the 2017-2018 school year). 

  4.  Meagan Bruni, Grade 5 Teacher/Kahler Middle School 

       (purchase of plan time during the 2017-2018 school year). 

  5.  Kim King, Physical Education Teacher/Kahler Middle School 

       (purchase of plan time during the 2017-2018 school year). 

  6.  Cynthia Lollis, Computer Teacher/Kahler Middle School 

       (purchase of plan time during the 2017-2018 school year). 
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  7.  Mark Walton, Band Teacher/Clark Middle School 

       (purchase of plan time during the 2017-2018 school year). 

  8.  James Simmons, Physical Education Teacher/Clark Middle School 

       (purchase of plan time during the 2017-2018 school year). 

  9.  Christina Arroyo, Choir Teacher/Clark Middle School 

       (purchase of plan time one period per week during the 2017-2018 school year). 

            10.  Mandy Giannini, Computer Teacher/Clark Middle School 

       (purchase of plan time during the 2017-2018 school year). 

            11.  Dan Pimentel, Computer Teacher/Clark Middle School 

       (purchase of plan time during the 2017-2018 school year). 

            12.  Margaret Govert, Art Teacher/Clark Middle School 

       (purchase of plan time during the 2017-2018 school year). 

            13.  JoAnne Ritchie, Physical Education Teacher/Grimmer Middle School 

       (purchase of plan time during the 2017-2018 school year). 

            14.  Jerry Michner, Physical Education Teacher/Grimmer Middle School 

        (purchase of plan time during the 2017-2018 school year). 

            15.  Ann Downey, Math Teacher/Lake Central High School 

        (purchase of plan time during the 2017-2018 school year to teach section of 

        8
th
 grade math at Grimmer). 

            16.  Sarah Johnson, Computer Teacher/Grimmer Middle School 

        (purchase of plan time during the 2017-2018 school year). 

            17.  Lisa Huguenard, Computer Teacher/Grimmer Middle School 

        (purchase of plan time during the 2017-2018 school year). 

            18.  Kathy Grimler, Art Teacher/Grimmer Middle School 

        (purchase of plan time during the 2017-2018 school year). 

             19.  Jeremy McGoldrick, Industrial Arts Teacher/Grimmer Middle School 

        (purchase of plan time during the 2017-2018 school year). 

            20.  Garret Gray, Vocational Arts Teacher/Lake Central High School 

       (purchase of plan time during the 2017-2018 school year). 

            21.  Leslie Iwema, German Teacher/Lake Central High School 

       (purchase of plan time during the 2017-2018 school year). 

            22.  Dennis Brannock, Vocational Arts Teacher/Lake Central High School 

       (purchase of plan time as well as a 2.5 hour block for PM Auto during  

       the 2017-2018 school year). 

      B.  Resignations: 

  1.  Brett Wartman, Athletic Coordinator and Math Counts Sponsor/Clark Middle 

       School (effective for the 2017-2018 school year). 

  2.  Myra Lolkema, Gymnastics Head Coach/Lake Central High School 

       (effective June 28, 2017). 

            IV. West Lake 

       Certified Leaves, Resignations and Appointments: 

       A.  Leaves: 

  1.  Jillian Sanchez, Speech Language Pathologist, Kolling Elementary School 

      (effective for the 2017-2018 school year).   

       B.  Resignations: 

  1.  Janet Wories, Special Education Teacher, West Lake/Munster High School 

       (effective June 28, 2017). 

       C.  Appointments: 

  1.  Marissa Clabaugh (North Liberty, IA), Special Education Teacher, West 

       Lake/Munster High School (effective August 10, 2017). 

       Classified Resignations and Appointments: 

       A.  Resignations: 
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  1.  Carley Eagan, Paraprofessional, West Lake/Lake Central High School 

       (effective June 26, 2017). 

  2.  Sarah Jones, Paraprofessional, West Lake/Clark Middle School 

       (effective June 16, 2017).   

  3.  Marie Doot, Paraprofessional, West Lake/Clark Middle School 

       (effective July 5, 2017).  

  4.  Andrea Mudro, Paraprofessional, West Lake/Protsman Elementary School 

       (effective July 7, 2017). 

       B.  Appointments: 

  1.  Virginia Maluchnik (Dyer), Paraprofessional, West Lake/Elliott Elementary School 

       (effective August 11, 2017). 

2. Classified Raises – Action Required 

 Cindy Sues moved to approve the classified raises.  Don Bacso seconded the motion.  

Motion carried.  

3. Pleasant View Dairy Award Letter – Action Required 

 Howard Marshall moved to approve.  Cindy Sues seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

4. Gordon Food Service Award Letter – Action Required 

 Howard Marshall moved to approve.  Don Bacso seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

5. Alpha Baking Company Award Letter – Action Required 

 Howard Marhsall moved to approve.  Cindy Sues seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  

 C. Director of Primary Education – Theresa Schoon 

1. Professional Leave Requests – Action Required 

 Don Bacso moved to approve the professional leave requests of Theresa Schoon (2), 

Cassandra Cruz, Melissa Tamayo, Tina Miljevic and Rebecca Stevenson.  Cindy Sues 

seconded the motion. Motion carried.  
 

 D. Director of Secondary Education – Sarah Castaneda 

1. Professional Leave Requests – Action Required 

 Howard Marshall moved to approve the professional leave requests of Adam Groat, 

Tom Gindl, Sarah Stidham, Valerie Gardner and Karen Finley.  Cindy Sues seconded 

the motion.  Motion carried.    

2. Field Trip Requests – Action Required  

 Cindy Sues moved to approve the field trip requests of the Girls Varsity Golf Team, 

Andrew Gurnak, Ralph Holden and the Boys Tennis Team.  Howard Marshall seconded 

the motion.  Motion carried.  

 

 E. Director of Special Education – Becky Gromala 

1. Professional Leave Requests – Action Required 

 Don Bacso moved to approve the professional leave requests of Kim Beach, Rebecca 

Gromala and Mary Ann Medved.  Howard Marshall seconded the motion.  Motion 

carried.  

2. Donation from Jackson Long 

 Jackson Long, LCHS student, made a donation of $400 to the West Lake Basketball 

Team after raising money by a #PushForTheRegion wristband fundraising effort he 

began to bring attention to region athletes.  The money will go towards purchasing 

uniforms for the team.  

 

 F. Director of Facilities – Bill Ledyard 
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 G. Director of Business Services – Rob James 

1. Transfer of Textbook Rental Fees – Action Required 

 A student’s textbook rental charge is divided into two components:  course fees (i.e. 

textbooks, consumables, course fees), and general fees.  When a student makes a 

payment, the entire amount is receipted into our Textbook Rental Fund.  However, only 

the purchases of textbooks and consumables are allowed to be charged to the Textbook 

Rental Fund.  The expenditures related to the general fees portion are charged to the 

General Fund.  From January 1, 2017 to June 30, 2017, $51,889.34 of fees were 

collected.  Therefore, I am requesting a transfer of $51,889.34 from the Textbook Rental 

Fund to the General Fund. 

 Don Bacso moved to approve the transfer of textbook rental fees.  Howard Marshall 

seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  

2. Approval of 2017-2018 Course Fees – Action Required 

 Howard Marshall moved to approve the 2017-2018 Course Fees.  Cindy Sues seconded 

the motion.  Motion carried.  

3. Donations – Action Required 

 The Kahler Middle School Student Council collected $80.49 for the American Cancer 

Society’s annual Relay for Life.  The school would like to donate the $80.49 raised to 

the American Cancer Society. 

 LCHS student Jackson Long made a donation of $400 to the West Lake Basketball 

Team. 

 Cindy Sues moved to approve.  Don Bacso seconded the motion. Motion carried.  

 

VIII. Public Comments– Janice Malchow 

 There were none. 

 

IX. Board Comments and Consideration of Future Agenda Items – Janice Malchow 

 There is a fundraiser here at the high school on July 12
th

 for an LC soccer student.  
 

X. Board Calendar of Future Activities – Dr. Veracco 

 Next meeting is August 7
th

. 

 

XI. Adjournment – Janice Malchow – Action Required 

 Don Bacso moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:15 p.m.   Howard Marshall seconded the 

motion.  Motion carried.  
 

Minutes of the July 10, 2017 School Board Meeting were approved and adopted by the Board of  School 

Trustees at the August 7, 2017 School Board Meeting.  

 

__________________________________________________________________  

Janice Malchow, President 

ATTEST: 

 

_________________________________________________________________ 

                                Sandy Lessentine, Secretary 

/// 

  


